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EUROCITIES

• Network of major European cities

• Bring together the local governments of more than 
140 large cities in over 30 European countries

• Platform to share knowledge, to exchange 
experiences, to analyse common problems 
through a wide range of forums, working groups, 
projects and activities 

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Members: 

Working Group       
„Barrier-free City for All“
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Chair: City of Berlin 

Division for EU and International Affairs in 
the Senate Department for Urban 
Development and the Environment

Cities: Barcelona, Berlin, The Hague, Dresden, 
Frankfurt/Main, Hamburg, Helsinki, 
Copenhagen, Cologne, Lille-
Metropolregion, Grand Lyon, Munich, 
Oslo, Paris, Prague, Southampton, 
Toulouse, Vienna

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Associations: 

• European Network for Accessible Tourisme 
(ENAT)

• European Disability Forum (EDF)

• National Designers Association of the Russian 

Federation (NDA) 

• Design for All Foundation

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Experts and 
Representatives from 
Cities

• Department for Urban Development

• Department for Traffic Planning

• Department for Social Affairs

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Networking at European level:

• Cooperation with the European Commission

• Cooperation with the Social Affairs Forum from 
EUROCITIES

• Cooperation with the League of Historical and 
Accessible Cities

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Topics of the meetings
 
• Mobility and public transport

• Public space/buildings 

• Standardization

• Accessibility and heritage buildings 

• Tourism for All

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Goal:

• Exchange of urban actions to implement the 
UN-Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities

• Network of stakeholders to promote 
developments in the field of the "Barrier-free 
city", both conceptionally and practically

• to implement european Strategies on urban 
level

• Exchange of best practice to improve 
accessibility on urban level

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Challenges for cities in Europe
• Accessibility has to be integrated from the 

beginning in the planning of environments, 
products and services

• Implementation of common Standards
• Implementation of common graphical 

Symbols 
• Local support groups to implement Design 

for All in the planning process
• Binding agreements  to apply manuals and 

guidelines

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS:

• European standards for accessibility in cities are 
needed in addition to statutory requirements. The 
expertise in cities, where progress is being made 
on accessibility, must be incorporated into the 
process of developing this legislation.

• National statutory regulations and planning 
guidelines that have already been successfully 
introduced in cities should be retained to take 
into account local particularities like climate or 
topography.

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Tactile guidance systems:                      

Examples from Vienna, Brussels, Berlin

http://www.eurocities.eu/


EUROCITIES – Working Group Barrier-free City for All ________________________________________

Orientation- and guidance systems:
Examples from Berlin and Vienna 

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Bus boarders 

Picture: Berlin Transport Services (BVG)

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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16

Hotel

School

The Bode-Museum, located on the Museum Island Berlin 

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Hotel
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Hotel

School
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Hotel

School
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Hotel

School

Lift 
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Hotel

School

Lift 
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Hotel

School

The Bode-Museum, located on the Museum Island Berlin 
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Hotel

School

ExibitionsExhibition

Exhibition

Manuals to implement Design for All

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Hotel

School
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Thank you!
Coordination:

Gerd Grenner 

Senate Department for Urban Development 
and the Environment, Berlin 

gerd.grenner@senstadtum.berlin.de

 +49 30 90139 4167

www.stadtentwicklung.berlin.de

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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